Dorsal shift and expansion of the spinal cord after expansive open-door laminoplasty.
We investigated dorsal shift and anteroposterior spinal cord diameter after expansive open-door laminoplasty, comparing pre- and postoperative computed tomographic myelographic images to clarify the relationships between surgical outcome and these changes. Dorsal shift occurred at the midcervical spine in cervical spondylotic myelopathy (CSM) but was less extensive in ossification of the posterior longitudinal ligament (OPLL). Spinal cord anteroposterior diameter expanded for OPLL but did not for CSM. Correlation of outcome and dorsal shift was not significant for OPLL or CSM. Correlation of outcome and expansion was significant for OPLL, but not for CSM.